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The Relationship between Income Inequality and Trust:
Research Advances at the Macro and Micro Levels

XIA Qing; XIN Ziqiang; YANG Zhixu
( Department of Psychology at School of Sociology and Psychology Ceniral University of Finance and Economics Beijing 100081 China)

Abstract

Over the years increasing research investigates the relationship between income inequality and trust at macro
and micro levels. Prior studies at the macro level often adopt a correlation method in which income inequality is re—
presented by Gini coefficient or Theil index and trust is measured in general social surveys finding that income in—
equality negatively predicts trust. Other studies at the micro level routinely adopt an experimental method where
participants” incomes or endowments are manipulated and their trusting behaviors are observed in the subsequent e—
conomic game demonstrating that income inequality decreases trust. Future research at the macro level can explore
how the income inequality may predict different kinds of trust and the trust of different groups. Likewise future re—
search at the micro level should promote the ecological validity of the experiments and explore the psychological
mechanisms through which income equality decreases trust.
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Abstract

In order to explore the effect of course education on college students” lay theory of ethnicity this study used the
experimental group and control group repeated measurement experiment design to investigate 164 college students.
The results demonstrated: (1) After learning the curriculum college students significantly improved social con—
structionist theory of ethnicity without changing essentialist theory of ethnicity; (2) The college students who did
not learn the curriculum did not significantly change both the essentialist theory and the social constructionist theo—
ry; (3) The research also showed that the essentialist theory based on the social culture difference and the social
culture constructionist theory based on the social culture were college students” lay theory of ethnicity.
Key words: course education; lay theory of ethnicity; college students; essentialist theory of ethnicity; social con—

structionist theory of ethnicity



